
 

 

Minutes of the Penacook/Boscawen Water Precinct 

 

Location of Meeting: 9 Woodbury Lane 

Boscawen, N.H. 03303  

 

Present at Meeting:  Nathan Young, Commissioner, Chair 

    Bill Murphy, Commissioner 

    Frank Dineen, Commissioner 

          

The regular meeting of the Penacook/Boscawen Water Precinct was called to order at 9 
Woodbury Lane, Boscawen, N.H. on November 29, 2023, at 5:22 p.m. by Commissioner 
Nathan Young, Chair. 

Financial Update:  
 
Commissioners signed manifest and checks.  
 
Approval of minutes from last meeting:  

Commissioner Bill Murphy made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes 
of November 8, 2023. Seconded by Commissioner Frank Dineen. Passed 
Unanimously.  

New Business: 

1. 247 King Street Abatement $329.00: Commissioner Bill Murphy reported this is a 

church property with no building. The water was shut off a while ago, but the 

customer was still being charged the minimum $33. It was noted that there should 

be no fire protection fee since there is no building on site. Commissioner Bill 

Murphy made a motion to abate $329.00 for the church property located at 

247 King Street. Seconded by Commissioner Frank Dineen. Passed 

Unanimously. 

2. Street Opening Bond Renewal Davis and Towle: Commissioner Bill Murphy 

reported the this was regarding the road opening bond renewal and the 

Commissioners signed the check tonight for payment.  

3. Curb Box Repairs at 216 Daniel Webster Highway and Corrosion Building: 

Commissioner Bill Murphy reported Gelinas has completed the work. It was also 

noted that the corrosion building required two boxes because there was one box 



 

 

which had the top torn off and the other one was discovered by digging for the first 

box.  

4. Meter Testing Don Ware: Commissioner Nathan Young reported he gave Don 

Ware the go ahead and connect with A & D Instrumental to get all the venturies 

and meters at the corrosion building evaluated which is part of the Precincts water 

loss calibration which is required by the State. Don Ware will reach out and get a 

quote, let the Commissioners know, and have the work performed.  

5. 145 King Street: Commissioner Nathan Young reported a fire flow test will be 

conducted tonight at 10 p.m. Commissioner Bill Murphy noted the residual is the 

one beside Fessenden Berle Drive and the one they are going to flow is in front of 

Bill Murphy’s residence. There was a brief discussion regarding the freezing 

weather and potential icing conditions. Commissioner Bill Murphy has salt and 

sand available. It is believed the meter, and the radio are buried under the rubble 

at 145 King Street and the Precinct was never given the opportunity to retrieve 

them. The property owner will be billed for the meter and radio. Commissioner Bill 

Murphy noted there is still a question regarding how each unit on the property will 

be charged. After the fire flow test the system should be designed and the tap can 

be done, which probably will be a six-inch tap. The Commissioners discussed the 

tap and the size of the tap. They also had a discussion regarding the sprinkler 

system, if the location has two curb stops or one, and if the sprinkler system will 

have its own tap.  

6. Wright Pierce Assets Management Information Request Progress and Review: 

Commissioner Bill Murphy presented information to other Commissioners. Some 

other things Wright Pierce was looking for were Well information. If they are going 

to make a hydraulic model, they will want to know the sizes and they will look at 

evaluating the pipe. So, they want mains, diameter of material, installation year, 

record drawings, GIS based information, system repairs and improvements, and 

water demand data. Some of the quested information will come from Pennichuck. 

Commissioner Nathan Young will forward what information Wright Pierce is looking 

for to Don Ware at Pennichuck. Additionally, Wright Pierce wants Well pump, set 

points, well capacity, inspection reports for Wells, etc. Discussion took place 

regarding how to get the information to Wright Pierce. Commissioner Nathan 

Young will respond with some information electronically and Commissioner Frank 

Dineen can drop off other items at their office when it is compiled. Commissioner 

Bill Murphy will call Tim Burnier, who is going to do the survey, and  let him know 

whatever information he needs Commissioner Bill Murphy will supply him with. Tim 

Burnier just needs to contact Commissioner Bill Murphy directly. A discussion took 

place regarding ties and what will be accomplished with the information Wright 

Pierce receives.  



 

 

7. 6 Bailey Drive: Commissioner Bill Murphy reported a new meter will be put in and 

the old meter will be tested when it is returned.  

8. Fairbanks Pole: Commissioner Nathan Young reported USA looked at it already 

and they are planning to come on Friday to upright the pole. It was noted that 

hopefully they will be able to get it deeper and put some guide wires on it. The 

quote for the work was somewhere between $500 to $1500. A brief discussion 

took place regarding access to the site.  

9. Start of Budget Season: Commissioner Bill Murphy reported it is now the start of 

the budget season. It was reported the base rate of $33 has been the same for the 

past five years and the Commissioners should consider raising it to $34. It was 

also suggested the Commissioners consider raising the water rate to $6.70 which 

is slightly under a five percent increase. The other rates should be adjusted to 

reflect slight increases. Commissioner Nathan Young noted he still needs to call 

and ask the State about what is required for increasing rates over the years to 

procure State funding. Commissioner Frank Dineen noted inflation must be taken 

into consideration when looking at the Precinct rates. A discussion took place 

regarding rate increases, the Precincts budget, weather conditions, and electrical 

rates.  

10. Queen Street Tank Power: Commissioner Nathan Young reported he and 

Commissioner Nathan Young replaced the light the keyless that was down in the 

bottom, a space heater was started down there so it would not freeze. The sump 

pump was fine, but the float switch was dead. So, Commissioner Frank Dineen 

acquired a new float switch, replaced it, and plumbed it through the side of the 

building. With the work being done it now has heat and it will not freeze, and the 

pit will not flood, and there is a light which will need to be turned on from the number 

five breaker. Further, Commissioner Nathan Young reported that while he and 

Commissioner Frank Dineen were at the location there were issues with one of the 

phases was going in and out and was grounding itself out. Therefore, they went to 

the street side where it is fed and took apart the disconnect there and water 

intrusion there has corroded all of it. Additionally, Commissioner Nathan Young 

reported he met with a local electrician there tonight and the conclusion was the 

neutral was blown so the power circuit is being completed only through the ground 

wire which is there. It was also noted there is amperage running and all the 

insulation is burned off the ground wire which is not good. The electrician reported 

the meter style in use has not been in use since the 1950’s and there is a crack 

above the meter socket. There is only one screw holding it to the power pole now 

and the electrician put some duck seal on the crack. It is dangerous when it rains, 

and the electrician does not feel the current setup is allowed. The safest option is 

to set a pole up at the tanks and run overhead wires from the main transformer 



 

 

from the street to the power pole and go underground if it does not make it to the 

pole. Commissioner Nathan Young explained how the setup will need to be 

configured. The work which needs to be done will be a large cost to the Precinct. 

The electrician is going to meet with Until tomorrow and it is hoped they will work 

with the Precinct on cost. Additionally, any wire extending over someone’s property 

must have the property owners written consent and the maple trees on that 

homeowner’s property would have to be pruned heavily. The homeowner gave 

Commissioner Nathan Young all their contact information and they are on board 

with the work being done. The electrician will let Commissioner Nathan Young 

know what Until had to say tomorrow and will also write up a quote. The electrician 

is Brian from B.V.C. Electric LLC and resides on Queen Street. Commissioner Bill 

Murphy reported there may be a problem with the property lines and it was noted 

the Precinct may need two different property owners written permission. The 

Commissioners discussed the work which needs to be performed.  

11. Generator Grant: Commissioner Nathan Young reported Jessica from Wright 

Pierce reached out to someone from the federal government who is in charge and 

explained the Precinct is eligible under specific statues and requested to know the 

status. The response was that the Precinct is eligible for the grants, the previous 

one has been closed out and soon there will be a new grant available and the 

details to that have not been worked through yet, but a letter of intent must be done 

by November 23rd. Jessica wrote the letter of intent and Commissioner Nathan 

Young acquired the Emergency Management Plan from the town which is part of 

the application and filled out as much information as he could. Jessica will review 

the application and get back to Commissioner Nathan Young with some edits. 

Commissioner Nathan Young explained all the information which was within the 

application along with Jessica’s changes and then he sent the completed 

application to several people whom Jessica said should receive it. Wright Piece 

was informed the application was filled out properly and received timely. There is 

still a sixty week wait for generators.  

12. Grant Money Reimbursement: Commissioner Nathan Young reported that when 

Cheryl Mitchell gets back, he will meet with her and make sure all the information 

is correct. Additionally, there are a few documents he will need to sign for it to be 

all set up for the Precinct to get reimbursed into the Precinct account.  

Other Business: 

1. Commissioner Bill Murphy reported a customer on Queen Street does not utilize 

Precinct water but does get charged the minimum for fire protection, but she does 

have town sewer. Therefore, she is being charged a flat rate for sewer based on 

the number of bedrooms, which is four bedrooms. The customer would like to buy 



 

 

a meter and have a plumber install the meter so the customer can compare how 

much water is utilized by the two people in the home with how much would be 

charged for a four-bedroom house. The Commissioners discussed the situation 

and what the customers’ goal was. The Commissioners agreed to supply a meter 

to the customer at a cost and if after a year of use the Town does not agree with 

the customer the meter can be returned and the customer reimbursed 50% of the 

original cost. Commissioner Nathan Young made a motion to sell the 

customer a used meter at the cost of $100, with $50 being reimbursed upon 

return. Seconded by Commissioner Frank Dineen. Passed Unanimously. 

Old Business: 

1. Block off Field Adjacent to Well Field/Damage to Field Due to Trespassers: Tabled. 

2. Corrosion Flow Totals: Tabled. 

3. EMPG Grant: Tabled. 

Long-Term Projects: 

1. CIP Update: Tabled 
 

2. DES Asset Management Survey: Tabled 
 
Meeting Closed: 

Motion to Close the Meeting by Commissioner Nathan Young. Seconded by 
Commissioner Frank Dineen. Passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at          
6:13 p.m. by Commissioner Nathan Young, Chair. 

 

Next Meeting: 

The Next Regular Meeting Penacook/Boscawen Water Precinct, 9 Woodbury Lane, 
Boscawen, NH. on, Wednesday, December 13, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by:              Lauren Hargrave, Recording Clerk on December 6, 2023 

 

Minutes approved by:       /s/                   on 13 December 2023 

         /s/                   on 13 December 2023 

                  /s/                   on 13 December 2023 

 


